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Old Testament:   Abraham: A Journey of Faith, Genesis 12-15 

Most people like to take a trip somewhere, to journey from one place to another.  Some people take a 
journey like a vacation while others move from one location to another.  Sometimes, along with the 
change of scenery comes a new perspective on life. We learn about how other people work, play, and 
live with their families.  A journey can open us to new ideas. 

In the Bible, there are some people who took journeys.  Some of the journeys were voluntary, but many 
of them moved out of necessity and sometimes military conquest.  One of the first recorded journeys is 
the story of Abram.  Abram, c. 1996-1821 BC, lived with his father, Terah, and family in what is present-
day Iraq, near the mouth of the Euphrates River, at Ur.  Terah, took his son, Abram and his wife Sarai, 
and his grandson Lot, left Ur and began a journey to Canaan.   
 
Joshua, the man that led Israel after Moses died summarized the early history of Abraham. 

“This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, including Terah the 
father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River and worshiped other gods. But I 
took your father Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates and led him throughout 
Canaan and gave him many descendants (Joshua 24:2-3). 

 
From Ur to Haran is at least 600 miles/950 km. Given that the 
journey was long before modern transportation, one can only 
imagine how long this journey took and what they experienced on 
the way.  Their ultimate destination was Canaan. But for unknown 
reasons, the family settled in Haran.  
 
When Abram was 75 years old, the Lord told Abram to go to 
Canaan. 

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your 
country, your people and your father’s 
household to the land I will show you. 
 “I will make you into a great nation, 
    and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
    and you will be a blessing.  
I will bless those who bless you, 
    and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
    will be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:1-3). 

Abram’s perspective changed radically.  While in Ur, his family worshiped other gods. By the time he is 
in Haran, Abram is only listening to the LORD, the one Creator God.  Throughout Genesis 12- 15 we see 
Abram’s faith grow stronger in the trials he faced.  Though Abram did not always make wise decisions, 
God was still blessing him. 
Tell about a long journey you have taken.  
How did your perspective on life change because of that journey? 
Did you gain any spiritual insights in your journeys? 



In ancient times, land, wealth, and offspring guaranteed success for future generations. Surely, this was 
on the mind of people groups.  The LORD gave Abram a promise that would guarantee a future for his 
family.   

 After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: 
“Do not be afraid, Abram. 
     I am your shield,  
    your very great reward.  

But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who 
will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no children; 
so a servant in my household will be my heir.” 

Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your 
own flesh and blood will be your heir.”  He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and 
count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
offspring be.” 

Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness (Genesis 15:1-3) 

Restate this Scripture in your own words. 
How did Abram’s faith grow from his time in Ur to his life in Canaan? 
 
As you read the next Scripture remember that Abram’s name was later changed to Abraham. 

Romans 4 explains Abram’s faith and why it was so remarkable. 

Abraham did not become weak in his faith. He accepted the fact that he was past the time when 
he could have children. At that time, he was about 100 years old. He also realized that Sarah was 
too old to have children.  

But he kept believing in God's promise. He became strong in his faith. He gave glory to God. He 
was absolutely sure that God had the power to do what he had promised. That's why "God 
accepted Abraham because he believed. So his faith made him right with God. 
 The words "God accepted Abraham's faith" were written not only for Abraham. They were 
written also for us. We believe in the God who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. So God will 
accept our faith and make us right with himself.  

 Jesus was handed over to die for our sins. He was raised to life in order to make us right with 
God. We have been made right with God because of our faith. Now we have peace with him 
because of our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 4:18- 5:1 NIRV). 

 
Put this Scripture in your own words.  
What was so remarkable about Abraham’s faith and why is his example helpful to us? 
According to this Scripture, why is our faith so important to God? 
What does your spiritual journey look like? 
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