
International Conversation Café 
   
Lifestyle Topic: The Paths to Peace 
 
The Paths to Peace are principles people have demonstrated to be true in every culture throughout the 
ages of time. When applied, these principles enable society to function smoothly, both in areas of civic 
responsibility and in family life. When rejected, relationships suffer significantly. 
 

Principle 6  Recognize the Significance of All Human Life 
        
People of every race, gender, age, social or economic standing are important. And yet, throughout 
history, people have dehumanized people who are not like themselves. Consider the following 
perspective of author Peter Spier in his book people.  
 
Read the picture book together. 
Restate the major theme of the book.  
Tell what you liked or did not like about the book. 
 
All of us tend to value people from the lens of our culture and each culture has good and bad aspects to 
it, no exceptions! 
 

1. Tell where personal worth or value come from in your culture? For example, historically and in 
some present cultures, honor is inherited from the family you were born to or your ability to 
make money.  Some professions are considered more honorable than others. Explain how this 
works in your country. 

2. People with titles tend to receive more honor than those who have no title. How do you feel 
about that? 

3. Do you think personal value should be based on our ability to contribute to society?  Explain. 
 

Quotes 
Discuss the following quotes and tell which you feel strongly about. 
 
Henri-Frederic Amiel said, “Liberty, equality- bad principles!  The only true principle for humanity is 
justice; and justice to the feeble is protection and kindness.”  
 
The prophet Micah said of our obligation toward one another, “He has shown you, O mortal, what is 
good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
your God (Micah 6:8). 
 
Dag Hammarskjold said, “’Freedom from fear’ could be said to sum up the whole philosophy of human 
rights.”   
 
The most vulnerable among us have the most to fear.  
Whom do you identify as the most vulnerable among us? 
Do we have an obligation to protect them and if so how? 
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