
International Conversation Café 
   
Lifestyle Topic: The Paths to Peace 
 
The Paths to Peace are principles people have demonstrated to be true in every culture throughout the 
ages of time. When applied, these principles enable society to function smoothly, both in areas of civic 
responsibility and in family life. When rejected, relationships suffer significantly. 

 
Principle 1: Accept Authority  

 
First let’s talk about some definitions of power, authority, and leadership. 
 

When we think of power, which is the ability to do something the specific way you want it done by any 
means necessary, one individual that comes to mind is Napoleon Bonaparte. He ruled his kingdom with 
an iron fist and had no problems going to war to defend it or to help it grow. His management was by 
power only, and if you argued with his perspective, you were not going to be around for very long.  

We then can take a moment to look at leadership. A person that comes to mind is John Kennedy. 
President Kennedy challenged NASA to put a man on the moon and through leadership, convinced and 
motivated his team to make that happen. His accomplishments did not come by using power, but by 
using leadership and painting a vision for others to follow.  

Now we have authority. Here, we do not need to isolate a great leader; we can look at just about any 
policeman or fireman and say they have authority. When a policeman tells you do to something, you 
usually comply, as he is in a position of authority. The truth is most managers are in a position of 
authority; what differs is just how they use it. That is because with authority, a person has the right to 
give you an order or direction.  

https://study.com/academy/lesson/differences-between-power-leadership-authority-influence.html 
 
In your own words, describe the difference between power, authority, and leadership. Give your own 
example of each one. 
 
Principle 1 tells us to accept authority. To accept authority means to give in to or submit.  Submission is 
usually done in regard to a person who is superior in position or authority.   
 

She submitted to the boss’s request to hire the applicant. 
 

Authority is referring to people who have power to enforce laws or decisions that affect others. It could 
be a group of people such as a government or an individual such as a boss. 
 

Land titles are issued by the civil authority. 
 

Submission is also given to a person who has greater expertise or knowledge. 
 

He will submit to his doctor’s wishes. 
 

 



 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Pick an authority figure and describe how you submit to them. Is there anything difficult 
about obeying them? Why do you think it is wise to obey them?  

2. What is the consequence for not submitting to authority?  Tell a story about that. 
3. Is there ever a time when you should not obey the authorities?  Give an example and tell 

what the consequence might be. 
 
Story Example 
David had a reputation for being honorable and honest.  His boss liked him.  He was a hard worker and 
very loyal to his company.  One day his boss asked him to do something that would help the company but 
cause him to lose respect for himself.  The boss asked him to lie about some financial transactions. David 
had to make a decision, agree to his boss’s request or, follow his principles.  David and his wife have a 
child and they have just purchased a home.  
 
What are the conflicting issues facing David? 
What would you suggest David do? 
 
Famous Quotes about Authority: Read the following quotes and explain the meaning.  Tell whether you 
agree or disagree. 
 

It is not wisdom but Authority that makes a law.      Thomas Hobbes 

 
Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s. Jesus Christ 

 
The people are hungry: It is because those in authority eat up too much in taxes. Lao Tzu  

 
Remember that:  
 
Power is the ability to do something the specific way you want to do it by any means necessary.  
Leadership is painting a vision for others to follow.  
Authority is when a person has the right to give you an order or direction. 
 
Why do you think it is wise to submit to authority? 
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