
The Resurrection on Trial: Did Jesus Christ Rise from the Dead? 
Written by Amos Wilson 

Narrator- The story we are about to tell has to do with Jesus Christ. He was a was a Jewish 
teacher who healed the sick, raised the dead, and taught people about God. However, he was 
hated by the Jewish leadership, as a result of their jealousy, pride, and unbelief. Today we are 
in a courtroom where we will hear testimonies from people who believed in him and those who 
did not.  

Before us is a courtroom scene. The case is: Who is Jesus Christ, and did he rise from the dead?  
We have the Judge who listens to both sides of the case. We have the Prosecutor who wants to 
show that Jesus did not rise from the dead and he is not God. His witnesses are:  

Joel- a Pharisee (religious leader) 
Annas-a member of the Sanhedrin (Jewish council), who put Jesus on trial  
Caiaphas- the High Priest, who attended Jesus’s death and burial 
Rabbi Gamaliel- a teacher of the law  

We have the Defense who will try to show that Jesus did rise from the dead and that he is God. 
His witnesses are:  

Mary-the mother of Jesus 
Pontius Pilate-the governor of Judea 
Centurion Alexandrus- the officer in charge of Jesus’s crucifixion  
Legionary Gallio-one of the guards on duty at Jesus’s tomb  
Mary Magdalene-a follower of Jesus, who came to his tomb  
Josephus- a 1st century Jewish Roman historian  

The Prosecution and Defense will begin by asking people about their experience with Jesus 
Christ. The questioning will start with the Prosecution and then the Defense.  

Judge-   Prosecutor-   Defense- 

Judge: You, the audience are the jury who will cast your ballots at the end of the trial. The 
question you will answer, depending on the evidence is: Did Jesus Christ rise from the dead?  

Judge: Let us open the case of Jesus Christ. I want to hear the case from the beginning. Who 
was Jesus, what did he claim, what did he do, and did he rise from the dead?  

Prosecution-  I am the Prosecutor and represent my clients. My name is___________.. We 
believe that Jesus was a teacher that misled many, and we certainly don't think he rose from 
the dead.  



Defense: My name is ___________. I am the Defender and represent my clients. We believe 
that Jesus was a real person who did many miraculous things, and that He did indeed rise from 
the dead. We hope to prove this through the accounts of several eyewitnesses.  

Judge: Very good. Prosecution, you may call your first witness.  

Prosecution: We would like to call Joel of Jerusalem to the stand.  
 
Joel enters. 

Pros.: Joel, what is your occupation?  
 
Joel: I am a Pharisee. We're the ruling religious group in Jerusalem. We study the books of 
Moses, and the Talmud very carefully, and we try to live perfect lives. I have been trained in the 
Law since I was a boy under the teaching of the prestigious Rabbi Gamaliel.  
 
Pros: And what were your interactions with Jesus?   
 
Joel: Jesus was a crazy teacher who came down from Galilee. First, Jesus taught many things 
that were untrue. When asked who He was, He claimed to have lived forever, and He claimed 
to have met Abraham our forefather. When we questioned Him more closely at His trial, He 
claimed that He was God. How could a man be God? This is blasphemy, making him guilty of 
death! Second, Jesus encouraged people to work on Saturday. Everyone knows that God 
forbids us to do any work on Saturdays. Yet Jesus healed many people on Saturday.   
 
Pros.: Your witness, your honor.  
 
Judge: Thank you Joel, you may step down. 
 
Joel exits  
 
Judge: Defense, do you have a witness you would like to call?  
 
Def. Yes, we would like to call Mary, Jesus' Mother. 
 
Mary enters  
 
Def.: Mary, how long have you known Jesus?  
 
Mary: Well, I'm his mother. I gave birth to Him in Bethlehem, during the census under Tiberius. 
I've watched Him grow up, and I've followed Him on many of His preaching tours.  
 



Def.: And have you noticed anything unique about Jesus?   
 
Mary: Yes, Jesus never did anything wrong. He was perfect. He never lied, or cheated, and 
always cared for and loved other people. He told people what God had said to Moses, showing 
them what rules the Pharisees have added. He also healed many people. Once, a paralyzed man 
was lowered down to Him, and he forgave the man's sins, and healed his legs so that he could 
walk. When Jesus was outside Jericho, a blind man came up to Him, and Jesus healed him so 
that he could see for the first time in his life! Only God can do such things and speak with such 
wisdom. 
 
Judge: The Prosecution may cross examine.  
 
Pros.: Now, did Jesus claim that He was God?  

Mary: Yes, He did. He was speaking the truth. Jesus was God.   

Pros.: How can you be so certain?  
 
Mary: Before Jesus was born, an angel appeared to me and told me that the baby I would give 
birth to -- Jesus -- would be God in human form. Jesus never lied in his life. He was also a very 
smart man. He wasn’t crazy, and he wasn’t lying. Besides, the miracles that Jesus did, proved 
that he was telling the truth. Only God could heal the paralyzed and make a blind man see.   

Def.: your witness, your honor.  

Judge: Does the Prosecution have another witness?  

Pros.: We would like to call in Annas, who is the father-in-law of the High Priest, to the witness 
stand.  

Mary exits, Annas enters.  

Pros.: Annas what is your occupation?  

Annas:I serve as one of the Sanhedrin, or the Jewish council. We manage the temple worship 
and see that only the truth is taught in the temple.   

Pros.: And you put Jesus on trial, is that correct?  

Annas: Yes, he taught untrue things about God, so we arrested him in the middle of the night 
and put him on trial at my house.  

Pros.: And what was the result of that trial?   



Annas: We found him guilty of claiming to be God, and of healing people on Saturdays.   

Pros.: And what did you do as a result?  

Annas: We took him to Pontius Pilate. He was the Roman ruler, so he could actually put Jesus to 
death. Pilate agreed with us that Jesus was guilty, so he Had Jesus flogged and then Crucified.  

Pros.: Pilate ordered Jesus’s crucifixion?  

Annas: Yes.  

Pros.: And you are certain that Jesus was indeed dead when he was taken down from the 
cross?  

Annas: That is correct, Jesus was very much dead. I was there, I should know.  
 
Pros.: Your witness, your honor.  

Judge: The Defense may call a witness.  

Def.: The Defense would like to call Pontius Pilate to the witness stand.  

Annas exits, Pontius Pilate enters.  

Def.: Governor Pilate, what is your occupation.  

Pilate: I am governor of Judea. I try my best to keep order and keep the Jews at peace. I serve 
Rome, and the last thing Rome wants is a riot in one of her provinces.  

Def.: And you ordered the death of Jesus Christ?  

Pilate: Yes, I did.  

Def.: And is it true that you found Jesus guilty of death?  

Pilate: That is not true. I found Jesus not guilty. He was obviously a good man, and a good 
teacher. I suspect the reason why the Jews wanted him dead is that they were jealous of his 
popularity. Jesus was innocent. I tried to tell them that, but they wouldn’t listen to me. They 
kept screaming at me to have him crucified. I couldn’t let them riot, so I gave in. I ordered Jesus 
be killed. I killed an innocent man.  

Def.: Your witness, your honor.  

Judge: Does the Prosecution have another witness?  



Pros.: We would like to call Caiaphas, the High Priest, to the witness stand.  

Pilate Exits, Caiaphas enters.  

Pros.: Caiaphas, would you mind telling the court what your occupation is?  

Caiaphas: I’m the High Priest. I see that all the temple duties are done, and I personally perform 
the yearly guilt offering sacrifice for the Jewish people.  

Pros.: And you were there at Jesus’s death?  

Cai.: That is correct.  

Pros.: You also saw his burial?  

Cai.: Yes, I made sure that he was buried, and that a Roman guard was placed around the tomb.  

Pros.: And when was that?  

Cai.: Friday evening.  

Pros.: What happened Sunday morning.   

Cai.: The Roman guard came to us saying that the disciples of Jesus had attacked them while 
they were sleeping, and that the disciples had stolen the body of Jesus.  

Pros.: So it is your testimony that Jesus did not rise from the dead?   

Cai.: That is correct. Jesus did not rise from the dead. There are two things we believe may have 
happened. First, Jesus may not have actually died on the cross, he may have just fainted, and he 
woke up when he was put in the tomb. But it is more likely that the disciples stole Jesus’ body 
as the guards claimed.  

Pros.: Your witness, your honor.  

Judge:  Defense you may cross- examine 
 
Defense:  Honorable Caiaphas, so the Roman guards told you that the disciples stole the body 
of Jesus while the guards were sleeping?   
 
Caiaphas:  Yes, that is correct. 
 
Defense:  Now if they were sleeping, how did they know the disciples stole the body? 
 



Caiaphas:  Who else would steal it? 
 
Defense:  Are you presuming that it was stolen?   
 
Caiaphas:  Yes, I am. But maybe the disciples overpowered the guards.  One of them, Peter, we 
know had a sword. 
 
Defense:  So is it your point that the fearful disciples were more powerful than professional 
guards? 
 
Caiaphas:  Well, maybe. 
 
Defense:  Your witness, your honor. 

Judge: Does the Defense have a witness?  

Def.: We would now like to call Centurion Alexandrus to the stand.  

Caiaphas exits, Centurion enters.   

Def.: Centurion, you were there when Jesus died?   

Cen.: That is correct, I was the officer in charge of Jesus crucifixion.  

Def.: And was this your first crucifixion to perform?  

Cen.: No, I have performed hundreds of crucifixions in my time.  

Def.: Have you ever had a man survive a crucifixion?  

Cen.: Never.  

Def.: Was Jesus dead before you took him down from the cross?  

Cen.: Yes. We pierced him in the side, and the blood that spilled out was already separated, 
showing he had been dead for a while before we stabbed him.  

Def.: Was there anything unique about his death?  

Cen.: Yes, something was very different about this man. Unlike most prisoners, he showed a 
sense of peace and did not struggle when being nailed to the cross. He cried out to God to 
forgive those of us who were doing this to him. Seeing this, I truly believe Jesus was the Son of 
God.  



Centurion exits  

Judge: Now we will give the jury a break to discuss in your small groups the evidence thus far. 
You will now discuss what the witnesses testified. They are the Centurion, Caiaphas, Pilate, 
Annas, Mary the mother of Jesus, and Joel a religious leader in Jesus’ day. Talk about the 
strength and weakness of the arguments.  
 
Judge: The court will now resume the trial looking at the evidence for and against the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Judge: Defense, do you have any more witnesses?  

Def.: We would now like to call Legionary Gallio to the stand. 
 
Gallio enters.  
 
Def.: Legionary Gallio, were you one of the guards on duty as Jesus’ tomb?  
 
Gallio: Yes  
 
Pros.: And You were stationed at the tomb Friday evening?  
 
Gallio: Yes.  
 
Pros.: What happened Sunday morning?  

Gallio:. Soon after the sun rose, an angel appeared in front of us and rolled the stone of the 
tomb away. We were all paralyzed and fell to the ground. When we recovered, we found that 
Jesus’s body was gone. We ran to the high priest and told him what we had seen. He told us not 
to tell anyone and then paid us to say that the disciples had stolen Jesus’ body. 

Def.: Are you telling me that Caiaphas paid you to lie about Jesus’ resurrection?  

Gallio: Yes, that is exactly what I am saying. At the time, I took the money and kept quiet about 
what I saw. And many people believed that the disciples did steal his body. But my conscience 
would not keep quiet. That is why I am speaking the truth today. 
 
Judge: The Defense may now cross examine.  
 
Pros.: Gallio, how long have you been a Roman legionnaire?  
 
Gallio: 16 years.  
 
Pros.: How many of you were on duty? 



 
Gallio: There were four of us.  
 
Pros: Are you the only one that changed your story? 
 
Gallio: I have never seen the other guards again. So, I don’t know what they say. Maybe they 
asked for more money to keep quiet. I value my peace of mind over money. If you had seen 
that angel, maybe you too would believe. 
 
Pros.: Enough of your babble! Get out! 
 
Exit Gallio 
 
Judge: Does the Prosecution have another witness?  
 
Pros.: We would now like to call Rabbi Gamaliel to the stand.  

Gamaliel enters   

Pros.: Rabbi Gamaliel, as a professional teacher of the law, what is your opinion on this matter, 
did Jesus rise from the dead?   

Gam.: I believe the evidence for this resurrection is very sketchy. Many of the witnesses of 
Jesus’ claimed resurrection are mere women, whose witness should not even be counted in a 
court of law. And who would believe a Roman guard like Gallio! The other witnesses are 
fishermen -- who were most likely drunk or delusional at the time they ‘saw’ Jesus. No, I do not 
think Jesus rose from the dead. There just is not enough evidence and I think his popularity will 
die in a few years, like most celebrities.  

Pros. Your witness, your honor.  

Judge: Defense, do you have another witness?  

Def.: We would now like to call Mary Magdalene to the stand. 
 
Exit Gamaliel, enter Mary Magdalene.  

Def.: Mary, where were you on the Sunday following Jesus death?  

Mary M.: I came to the tomb with two other women. We had spices to anoint Jesus’ body. 
When we got there, we found the stone rolled away and two angels standing outside the tomb. 
They said Jesus had risen from the dead. Later, I met Jesus outside the tomb, and he talked with 
me. After that, he appeared to all of us—over 500 people on one occasion—and he ate and 



drank with us. Jesus is alive! Later on, you know that 11 of his closest followers died defending 
the resurrection of Jesus. Of course, the resurrection is true.  

Def.: Your witness, your honor.  

Judge: Defense, do you have another witness.  

Def.: Yes, your honor. I would like to call up Josephus, the Jewish Roman historian.  

Exit Mary M. enter Josephus 

Def.: Josephus, as a Roman professional historian, what is your opinion on this matter; was 
Jesus a real historical person?   

Jose.: The evidence is overwhelming; yes, Jesus existed. I actually wrote about this in one of my 
books, the Antiquities, let me read it to you. “Now there arose at this time a source of further 
trouble in one Jesus, a wise man who performed surprising works, a teacher of men who gladly 
welcome strange things. He led away many Jews, and also many of the Gentiles. He was the so-
called Christ. When Pilate, acting on information supplied by the chief men around us, 
condemned him to the cross, those who had attached themselves to him at first did not cease 
to cause trouble, and the tribe of Christians, which has taken this name from him is not extinct 
even today.”  

Def.: Your witness, your honor.  

Judge: You may each give a summary of your case starting with the prosecutor.  

Pros.: I presented reliable witnesses, men of high reputation and recognized authorities. They 
recognized in Jesus a troublemaker that broke God’s law. They also deny he rose from the dead 
as Christians claimed. Men and women of the jury. Who will you believe? Those who are 
prejudiced for him, or honest respectable leaders? I rest my case.  

Def.: Your honor and members of the jury, you have heard testimony from people who knew 
Jesus well, like his mother and Mary Magdalene. We also have heard testimony from those who 
did not know him well but observed him, such as the Centurion, Gallio the Roman guard, and 
Pilate. Finally, we have the report of a noted historian who was not a Christian. All are in 
agreement that Jesus really died and rose from the dead. I rest my case.  

Judge: Now you, members of the jury, give us your vote. The question is: Did Jesus Christ rise 
from the dead? Discuss the evidence given by Gallio, Rabbi Gamaliel, Mary Magdalene, and 
Josephus. What is the weakness and strength of the argument given by each witness? 
 
Please answer the following questions on your ballot. When you finish with your ballot put 
them in the box at the back of the room.  



 

 
 


