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With the spread of the Coronavirus, attitudes and questions abound. This paper will examine three 
common responses people have as the virus spreads. 
 
The first reaction seems to be fear; what if I or someone I know got it. Am I at risk? How can I avoid 
infection? 
 
Fear is a very natural reaction to threats, both physical and emotional. We fear the pain, confusion, and 
death. Ultimately, as a Christian, we know the Lord delivers us from our fears. The Psalmist (poet) says, 
 

I sought the Lord, and he answered me; 
    he delivered me from all my fears. 
Those who look to him are radiant; 
    their faces are never covered with shame (Psalm 34:5,6). 

 
How do you calm yourself when you are afraid? Do other people help you to be calm? 
 
Jesus Christ demonstrated his ability to calm people in the midst of terror. One night, Jesus’ followers 
were in a boat when a horrific storm came over them. Jesus was not in the boat with them. 
 

That night, he (Jesus) was there (on a mountain) alone, and the boat (with the disciples) was 
already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against 
it. Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake.  
 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, 
and cried out in fear. 

But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. 
Don’t be afraid. Then he climbed into the boat with them, 
and the wind died down. They were completely amazed”      
(Mark 6:47-51). 

In very early Christian art, a boat with a mast in the shape of a cross is 
often depicted. It is a symbol and reminder of God’s presence during 
times of life’s storms.  

How might Jesus’s words, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid,” give 
you hope? 
 
While God does not promise freedom from illness and trouble, he does promise to be with us in trouble. 
Why could his presence be a source of strength? Is this a comfort to you? If so, how? 

Another question people ask is about God; is he punishing people or nations afflicted by the 
coronavirus? Perhaps this question arises because in the Old Testament, God sometimes judged people 
with disasters like disease or drought. Also, in the book of Revelation it says that God will directly judge 
people and nations with disasters like earthquakes and famine in the future.  But what about now? 
While many people are quick to say they know why disasters happen, even Jesus did not give a reason 
for two disasters in his own day.  



Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood 
Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were 
worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But 
unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in 
Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in 
Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” (Luke 13:1-5). 

It is likely that the Galileans were killed during a protest during the time of Jewish sacrifices. The collapse 
of the tower is another example of unexplained tragedy. Instead of trying to figure out if the victims 
were more sinful than anyone else, Jesus warns us that to perish, to die, is inevitable. In light of that we 
should repent, that is we should recognize our own sin and failings, confess them, and change. 

What are some common assumptions people make about the causes of disaster? In your culture, whom 
do they blame? 

Jesus did not give an explanation about why the tragedies happened though he did say that those who 
suffered were not any worse than anyone else. What can we learn from his attitude? 

Finally, and unfortunately, the Coronavirus causes some to look at suspicion with all Chinese people.  
Could your Chinese friend be carrying this virus? Should we avoid association with Chinese? It is 
remarkable the ridiculous conclusions people come to when they are afraid. Jesus is the example of 
compassion. He associated with people suffering from all sorts of illnesses and disease, no matter their 
ethnic background. He healed them physically and called them to follow him.  

Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help 
her. So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began to 
wait on them. 
 At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his 
hands on each one, he healed them (Luke 4:38-40). 

Retell the story and notice Jesus’s attitude toward those who were sick.  
What do you think a Christian’s attitude should be towards those who are sick, regardless of their 
ethnicity? 
How can we influence others to be compassionate? 
How can we work to end the spread of the Coronavirus? 
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