
International Conversation Café 
Hero Story- Jesus Brings the Kingdom of God to Earth 
 
If you were a king, how would you establish your authority? Perhaps you would get rid of your enemies. 
Maybe you would display your portrait where everyone could see it.  You might speak with authority to 
the crowds and for sure you would recruit people who would be loyal to you.  When Jesus announced 
that he was bringing God’s kingdom to earth, he brought it in surprising ways. In this discussion, we will 
see that he brought the kingdom of God by healing people physically and spiritually. 
 

Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.  “The time has come,” he said. “The 
kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news! (Mark 1:14-15). 
 

In the first century, there was little by way of health care.  If someone had a possibly contagious disease, 
they were forced to live outside of villages and towns. Skin diseases as leprosy would be an example of a 
contagious disease that was common at that time.  Living separately kept the disease from spreading.  If 
someone had a disability such as blindness, there was no education and training for rehabilitation.  Most 
blind people were forced to beg. While we can understand why this situation existed, the disabled and 
diseased suffered in another way as well.  They were isolated from their friends and family. Others 
looked them at as “unclean.”  
 
Today, the idea of what is unclean can vary from culture to culture. Often it has to do with dirt and 
garbage.  We don’t throw our garbage in front of our neighbor’s house.  That would be disgusting.  We 
do not sneeze in our hands and then shake hands with someone else. Smoking in the US has become 
unclean when done in the wrong place.  Certain activities are seen as unclean and we tend to distance 
ourselves with those who are engaged in unclean practices.   
What practices in your country are considered unclean? 
 
To touch a person with a disability or sickness in Jesus’ day made the person who touched them, 
unclean. This is not to say they were more sinful than the rest, but impure, having brushed with 
something of decay or death. Jesus touched and healed those who were diseased or disabled. In doing 
so, he did not become unclean but made them clean. In this way, he brought the kingdom of God to 
earth.  The following is an example of Jesus’s healing ministry. 
 

One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had 
come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord 
was with Jesus to heal the sick.  Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to 
take him into the house to lay him before Jesus.  When they could not find a way to do this 
because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles 
into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 
 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”  

The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who 
speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  

Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking these things in your 
hearts? Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But I want 
you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the 
paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” Immediately he stood up in 



front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God.  Everyone was 
amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable 
things today.” Luke 5:17-26 

 
A few clarifications: 
The Pharisees were the ruling class in Jewish society. 
House construction allowed for removable roof tiles. 
To be forgiven means that you are no longer responsible for the bad thing you have done. 
Blaspheme means to say untrue things about God and to show no respect for Him. 
  
Retell the story in your own words. 
What do we learn about Jesus from the story? 
What do we observe about human behavior? 

 

Below is a painting from the wall in the church of Duro-
Europa, 232 A.D.  It reads like a cartoon, beginning at the 
center where we see a man lying on a palette. Moving to the 
top center, we see Jesus commanding the man to get up. On 
the left, we see the healed man carrying his palette. This may 
be one of the earliest examples of Christian art.  
 
Why do you think Christian art came about and what 
purpose did it serve? 
What do you think the role of Christian art plays today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Yale University Art Gallery, New Haven, CT 
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