
International Conversation Café 
Hero Story- What is the Mission of Jesus Christ? 

The hero story follows this pattern. 
1. Someone is called from ordinary life into a life of adventure, danger, and risk. 
2. The “hero” goes through a time of testing. Will they succeed in staying focused on their calling? 
3. There are stories of their work. 

 
All countries have heroes, people who have sacrificed to make their country better. Tell of a hero from 
your country. 
 
We have seen that Jesus is called from his life of carpentry and family life at his baptism by John the 
Baptist. Then he was tested by the Devil when he was tired and hungry. Would he take an easy path or 
continue to follow the path God gave him? We read how he resisted the easy path and remained true to 
God. In this discussion, we will see what message Jesus presented to others and how he did it. First, 
what did Jesus do after his temptation in the desert? 
 

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside. He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him (Luke 4:14). 

Galilee was the region that Jesus was brought up in. When a teacher traveled from village to village, he 
was honored by elders and asked to speak in the synagogues, a place where Jews met and read the 
Scriptures.  

Retell the story thus far. 

What did Jesus tell people about himself and his mission? Here is an example of what he said. Recall that 
the Jews were under Roman occupation and were looking for someone who would free them from their 
oppression. What’s more, the Old Testament promised a “Messiah,” a king who would bring freedom 
and peace to Israel and the whole world. People began to wonder if Jesus were that Messiah and if so, 
how would he bring them freedom? The following tells what Jesus was sent to do. 

He (Jesus) went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went 
into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
     because he has anointed me 
     to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
     and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 
     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

 
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in 
the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4: 17-21). 

According to this story, make a list of what Jesus was promising to do.  
 



“Anointed” means to pour oil on the head of another. Shepherds anointed or poured oil on the head of 
sheep to protect them from lice and insects that could cause injury and even death. Anointing with oil 
became a symbol of blessing, protection, and power when done to a person, such as a king or a prophet.  

 
What do you think Jesus was saying when he said he was anointed?  
 
“The poor,” does not necessarily mean people who have no money, but people who do not have 
position or power.  
In light of the Roman oppression, what do you think Jesus’s words meant to the people in the 
synagogue? 

Simply put, Jesus was telling people that he was bringing the kingdom of God to them.   
“Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. ‘The time has come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom 
of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!’” (Mark 1:14). 

Obviously, many people misinterpreted this message to think he would raise up an army. But Jesus had 
another thought in mind. He began bring in his kingdom by healing people who suffered with disease, 
forgiving their sins, and releasing people from spiritual oppression. Yes, he was bringing God’s kingdom 
to earth, but not in the way people expected. 

What questions does this bring up for you? 
Sometimes we have expectations that God will act in one way, but he does not do as we think he should. 
How do you think this story helps us trust God? 
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The Jewish Temple and Synagogues (where Jews meet 
for worship) never held an image or statue. They do give 
their scrolls a place of honor where they are read when 
Jews meet for worship.  
Why do you think the Scriptures are so important to 
Jewish people? 

 


