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Hero Story- Jesus is Sent on a Mission 

Throughout history, people are inspired by those who show unusual courage and achieve beyond the 
ordinary. We call them heroes. Countries celebrate their heroes by setting aside certain days to 
remember them. They also have monuments and statues where their achievements are remembered.  

Name people who are remembered in your country by special days.  What makes them heroes?  

Joseph Campbell, an American author, wrote the book, The Hero’s Journey. In his book, he details steps 
that heroes find themselves on. Their journey eventually transforms them. Though Campbell outlines 
seventeen stages, we will condense them into three stages.  

1. Departure or separation. This is when a person begins on a new path, a new journey.  
2. Initiation. This is when the person meets difficult challenges. Often, they find a mentor or 

resource that helps them through the difficulty.  
3. Return. This is when the person is transformed with new abilities, skills, and compassion they 

then can pass on to others.  

The Bible is full of people who have gone on a path that is different from others. We recognize people 
like this for their courage, faith, and their accomplishments. For example, in the Old Testament, we read 
about Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and Elijah. In the New Testament, we read about Jesus, Paul, and Peter. 
For this discussion, we will look at Jesus Christ and see if his life follows the pattern of heroes that 
Campbell recognized.  

At the beginning of the 1st century, Palestine was occupied and controlled by the Romans though heavily 
populated by Jewish people. Like any people controlled by outsiders, the Jews longed for independence. 
Many looked to promises of the Old Testament that stated a ruler would come out of Israel. They 
thought, surely this is the time for salvation from the Romans. 

Surprisingly, instead of a king, there was a prophet, someone who reminded people of God’s words, 
who began to be noticed. His name was John the Baptist. Instead of calling people to revolt against the 
Romans, he called them to repent, to recognize their sins and turn back to God. Many people did this by 
being baptized. Baptism is when a person is placed under water and brought up to symbolize a new life 
to live for God.  

And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to 
him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River (Mark 1:4,5). 

Retell the story thus far. 

But calling people to repent was not the only message John had. He predicted there was a greater 
person than himself that was about to come. Here are John’s words. We will see that these words 
describe Jesus Christ. 



After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
(Mark 1:7).  

What do we learn about Jesus from John’s words? 

What happens next is surprising. Jesus comes to John and asks to be baptized. At first, John is hesitant 
because he knows that Jesus is sinless. Nevertheless, Jesus reassures him there is another reason he 
should be baptized. So John baptizes him. What takes place next is surprising and important.  

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. As 
Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending 
on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven; “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am 
well pleased” (Mark 1:9-11). (Check out the note at the end of page 2) 

This event represents a departure from his past occupation and starts a new beginning for Jesus. 
Previously, he worked as a carpenter. At about 30 years old, he is affirmed by God the Father and sent 
on a mission.  

Tell about a time when your life changed direction. 
What was the risky part of the new direction? 
What gave you courage to go in a new path? 
 
How do you think the words of God the Father and the presence of the Holy Spirit gave Jesus courage?  
Why do you think Jesus needed courage? 

 

Next week we will talk about the second stage of 
initiation, when a person meets difficult challenges and 
finds a way to overcome them.  
 
Note: In this story we see three names at Jesus’s 
baptism, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. In the 
Bible we see three that are described as God, yet we 
also learn that there is only one God, not three.  
Christians recognize this truth but cannot fully 
comprehend it or understand it. In part, it is a mystery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

inteininternationalconversationcafe.com 
The Baptism of Jesus by Hi Qi 
www.heqigallery.com 
What do you think is happening in the painting? 
 
 


