
Interna'onal Conversa'on Café 
 
Bible Topic:  Geography of the Bible Lands: Is geography important to our understanding the Bible? 
 
YES! Understanding geography mentioned in the Bible is important to our understanding the Bible. Why? Because 
understanding the geography will help us understand what we read. Cities like Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and Jericho are 
places that are prominent in the Bible, and they are still functioning as important cities in our present time. 
  
Knowing the geography of the Bible helps us understand that the places spoken of are real and that the Bible contains 
accurate and true stories from history. It is also important to know that traveling during the time the Bible was written 
was not very easy. Depending on the group traveling (people traveled in groups to lessen the chance of being set upon 
by robbers) they could cover up to 20 miles a day. But sometimes it was as low as 10 miles a day.  
  
Read from the Bible: Luke 2: 4-6 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was 
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  

 
Look at the map of Israel during the time of Jesus (around 30AD) on the other side. It seems Jesus was not only a 
traveler during this adult life, he was a traveler while still in the womb! 
 

• Find Bethlehem, where Jesus was born. 
Find Nazareth, where Jesus grew up. 

• Experts estimate that Joseph and Mary traveled 90 miles to reach Bethlehem from Nazareth. How many days 
travel do you think it took them?  

• What do think it was like for Mary to travel this distance while pregnant?  
If you were Joseph, what would you be thinking as you traveled with your wife who was very near giving birth? 

  
Read from the Bible Luke 3:1-3:  

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
Herod tetrarch* of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 
Abilene—2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan (river), preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  
 

A tetrarch was a ruler of one of 4 parts of a province, in this case the province of Judea, of which Pontius Pilate was 
governor. 
  

• Find on the map where John was preaching. (the blue line between the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea) 
• Why do you think the writer Luke, list so many names and titles and positions of authority? 
• Find on the map where Herod the Tetrarch was a ruler.  

  
Read from the Bible Luke 3:19 

But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all 
the other evil things he had done,20 Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison. 

  
• Considering the map, why did John and Herod become acquainted?   

  
Read from the Bible: Luke 7: 1– 10 

When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he entered Capernaum. 2 There 
a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3 The centurion heard 
of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 When they 
came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do this, 5 because he 
loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house 



when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have 
you come under my roof. 7 That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the 
word, and my servant will be healed. 9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the 
crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 10 Then the 
men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well. 

 
• Where is Capernaum?  

What is the distance from Capernaum from Nazareth?  
There was a Roman commander of 100 soldiers (centurion) in Capernaum. Why do you think he and his soldiers 
were there?  
What does that tell you about the political conditions in this area? 

  
Read from the Bible: Luke 7: 11-15 

Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with 
him. 12 As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his 
mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her.13 When the Lord saw her, 
his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.”14 Then he went up and touched the bier they were 
carrying him on, and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” 15 The dead man 
sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. 

  

• Where is Nain? How far is Nain from Capernaum?  
How long would it take for Jesus to walk to Nain from Capernaum?  
What is written that gives a clue to the travel time?  
Why do you think Jesus went to Nain? 

  
 

From Capernaum to: 
Bethsaida - 6 miles (9.5 km) 
 
Caesarea Philipi - 27 miles (43.5 km) 
 
Cana - 16 miles (25 km) 
 
Dalmanutha - 6 miles (9.5 km) 
 
Sea of Galilee(Gennesaret) - 3 miles (4.8 km) 
 
Nain - 22 miles (35.5) 
 
Nazareth - 20 miles (32) 
 
Tyre - 35 - miles (56) 
 
Sidon - 50 miles (80.5) 
 
Sychar - 55 miles  (88.5) 
 
Jerusalem – 85 miles (137) 
 
Samaria – about 45 miles (72.5) 
 
From Sea of Galilee to Dead Sea: 
     87 miles (141 km) 
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