
International Conversation Café 
 
Bible Topic: Four Mistakes We Make When We Read the Bible 
 
The Bible is a collection of 67 books divided into two major sections called, The Old Testament and The 
New Testament. The word testament means agreement. So, the Old Testament is mainly about an 
agreement between God and Israel that will affect the whole world.  The New Testament is an 
agreement between God and the world that explains how anyone from anywhere may be forgiven, 
restored to honor, and given confidence before God and others. 
But many people look at the Bible not knowing how to read it or understand it.  
 
Four Mistakes  

1. Do not assume that the Bible will magically give you advice about which car to buy, what school 
to attend, and whom to marry. Some people will open the Bible to wherever the pages fall and 
expect that what they read is what they are supposed to do. This can be quite dangerous.  For 
example, if you opened the Bible and the pages came to Genesis 12:1 which says, “Go forth 
from your country….to the land which I will show you,” you might assume God was telling you to 
move. He was telling Abraham to move, but not you. 

a. What do you think is wrong about this method of reading the Bible? 
b. How do you normally read ancient literature? 

 
2. Don’t read the Bible like it is a self-help book, a book that gives advice on how to handle 

relationships with others. The advice in self-help books are often straightforward. For example, 
in the book, The Road Less Traveled, by Scott Peck, the author gives straightforward advice 
about how to be mentally healthy. Peck tells his readers to sacrifice present comfort for future 
gains and accept responsibility for one's own decisions. He tells people to be honest, both in 
word and deed and to learn how to handle conflicts. 

 
a. One must remember that the Bible is a collection of historical documents. Some of the 

documents are historical accounts, some are personal letters, some are journals and 
prayers. Yet contained in these documents is instruction and can be extremely 
applicable and helpful in our lives.  “Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path” (Psalm 119:105).   
How could reading a history of the nation Israel help you?  
How could reading a letter to a church give you advice too? 

b. There are some very direct passages, but it is found in different contexts. For example, 
the book of Proverbs is a book of direct advice. It says things like, “Trust in the Lord with 
your whole heart. Don’t lean on your own understanding. In all your ways, acknowledge 
him and he will direct your paths.”  In the New Testament, Paul is very direct about how 
Christians should think and behave.  However, his advice is often found in an ancient 
letters he wrote to churches. These letters contains all kinds of information along with 
advice. The letter to the Ephesians says things like, “Speak truth, each one of you with 
his neighbor….let him who steals steal no longer…let all bitterness and wrath and anger 
and clamor and slander be put away from you….and be kind to one another…”  
What kinds of advice do you hope to find in the Bible? 
Where would you look to find it? 

 



3. Do not read the Bible out of the context it was written in. It is to be read as you would read any 
other piece of literature keeping in mind when it was written, to whom it was written, where it 
was written, and remembering the culture it was written in and to. For example, slavery was 
common in both the Old and New Testament. When Paul says, “Slaves be submissive to your 
masters,” he is not endorsing the institution of slavery but giving advice as how to live in the 
system with honor.  In other places he advises slaves to get their freedom if possible and legally 
of course.   

What are ways that people take words from other literature out of context? 
 

4. Don’t overlook literary devices. 
a. Personification is a literary device that gives human like qualities to objects. 

i. “Praise him, sun and moon. 
    Praise him, all you shining stars. 
4 Praise him, you highest heavens. 
    Praise him, you waters above the skies” (Psalm 145:3-4). 

ii. Knowing this is an example of personification, what do you think these verses 
mean? 

b. Hyperbole is exaggerating a statement to make a point. 
i. “If your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. Your hand is 

only one part of your body. It is better to lose a hand than for your whole body 
to go into hell” (Matthew 5:30). 

ii. Clearly Jesus is using the technique of hyperbole. What do you think Jesus was 
trying to say? 

c. Simile is the technique that compares two objects using the word like or as. 
i. Referring to Jesus, “Then John gave this testimony: ‘I saw the Spirit come down 

from heaven as a dove and remain on him’ (John 1:32). 
From this description, what do you think John saw and knew? 

ii. The following is a description of Jesus in heaven. “His head and hair were white 
like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like burning fire” (Revelation 
1:14). 
Name the three similes mentioned. 
If you wanted to describe something that is white, what would you compare it 
to? 
 

d. Metaphor is the technique that compares two objects having similar qualities.  
i. “Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life; he who comes to me will not hunger 

and he believes in me will never thirst.’ (John 6:35). 
How is Jesus like bread? 

ii. “The Lord is my shepherd” (Psalm 23:1). 
How is the Lord like a shepherd? 
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