
Satisfying Friendships 

1. Introduce yourself by telling about a friendship that was meaningful to you.  It could be something 
from your past or a friendship you currently enjoy.

2. Friendships usually happen with peers, although not exclusively.  You might be friends with someone 
of a different age  or career or  stage in life. Give an example of a friendship outside of your peer 
group.  
Why do you think certain friendships work well?  
List some things that hinder great friendships and relationships.

3. Our tendency is to look for fulfillment through relationships with others. But Jesus reminded us that 
the relationship we should pursue first is the one we have with God.  Jesus said, “‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.’ The second (command) is this, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no command 
greater than these.”   Mark 12:29-31  
How do you think a relationship with God can bring personal fulfillment? 
How do you think loving God helps us to love our neighbor—our neighbor, meaning another 
person in our life?

4.  Look again at the painting. Describe the relationship between the old man and the boy. In the 
background, notice the bread and pitcher on the table. Sharing food is often a symbol of 
relationship.  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Draw something that symbolizes friendship to you.

Henry Ossawa Tanner.  
The Banjo Lesson, 1893. Oil on canvas. 
123.4 x 90.17 cm. Hampton University. 
Hampton, Virginia

Henry Ossawa Tanner.  
The Banjo Lesson, 1893. Oil on canvas. 
123.4 x 90.17 cm. Hampton University. 
Hampton, Virginia



Henry Ossawa Tanner.  
The Banjo Lesson, 1893. Oil on canvas. 
123.4 x 90.17 cm. Hampton University. 
Hampton, Virginia

Henry Ossawa Tanner.  
The Banjo Lesson, 1893. Oil on canvas. 
123.4 x 90.17 cm. Hampton University. 
Hampton, Virginia

Satisfying Friendships 

1. Introduce yourself by telling about a friendship that was meaningful to you.  It could be something 
from your past or a friendship you currently enjoy.

2. Friendships usually happen with peers, although not exclusively.  You might be friends with someone of 
a different age  or career or  stage in life. Give an example of a friendship outside of your peer group.  
Why do you think certain friendships work well?  
List some things that hinder great friendships and relationships.

3. Our tendency is to look for fulfillment through relationships with others. But Jesus reminded us that 
the relationship we should pursue first is the one we have with God.  Jesus said, “‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.’ The second (command) is this, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no command 
greater than these.”   Mark 12:29-31  
How do you think a relationship with God can bring personal fulfillment? 
How do you think loving God helps us to love our neighbor—our neighbor, meaning another person 
in our life?

4.  Look again at the painting. Describe the relationship between the old man and the boy. In the 
background, notice the bread and pitcher on the table. Sharing food is often a symbol of 
relationship.  
Draw something that symbolizes friendship to you.

Satisfying Friendships 

1. Introduce yourself by telling about a friendship that was meaningful to you.  It could be something 
from your past or a friendship you currently enjoy.

2. Friendships usually happen with peers, although not exclusively.  You might be friends with someone of 
a different age  or career or  stage in life. Give an example of a friendship outside of your peer group.  
Why do you think certain friendships work well?  
List some things that hinder great friendships and relationships.

3. Our tendency is to look for fulfillment through relationships with others. But Jesus reminded us that 
the relationship we should pursue first is the one we have with God.  Jesus said, “‘Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The 
second (command) is this, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no command greater than 
these.”   Mark 12:29-31 
How do you think a relationship with God can bring personal fulfillment? 
How do you think loving God helps us to love our neighbor—our neighbor, meaning another person 
in our life?

4.  Look again at the painting. Describe the relationship between the old man and the boy. In the 
background, notice the bread and pitcher on the table. Sharing food is often a symbol of 
relationship.  
Draw something that symbolizes friendship to you.


