
Does Success Equal Significance? 

1. Define what it means to be successful. Is your definition different from your parent’s definition? 
If so, in what way?

2. People need to feel significant; we need to know that we are unique and worthy of recognition. 
Some find significance through success in their careers and accomplishments.  
Is success the only way we find significance? Explain.

3. Jesus’ disciples had many discussions among themselves about who was the greatest, most 
important or significant. Here is how Jesus responded to them. “Jesus said, ‘Anyone who wants to 
be first must be the very last. They must be the servant of everyone.’ Jesus took a little child and had the 
child stand among them. Then he took the child in his arms. He said to them, ‘Anyone who welcomes one 
of these little children in my name welcomes me. And anyone who welcomes me also welcomes the one who 
sent me.’”  Mark 9: 35-37  
Restate Jesus’ thoughts in your own words.  
How is Jesus’ path to greatness different from what we hear in our culture?  
What do you think of his advice?

4. Halos, the circle of light painted around the head, have been used since ancient times to show 
significance. Christians began using halos in their paintings during the 4th century although 
the practiced died out as artists began to paint people more realistically.  If you were painting 
a group of people, who would be the most significant people in your painting and where would 
you place them?   Draw a sketch of your placement.
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