
Does Success Equal Significance? 

1. Define what it means to be successful. Is your definition different from  your parent’s 
definition?  If so, in what way?

2. People need to feel significant; we need to know that we are unique and worthy of 
recognition. Some find significance through success in their careers and 
accomplishments. Is success the only way we find significance? Explain.

3. Nelson Mandela said, “What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is 
what difference we have made to the lives of others that will determine the 
significance of the life we lead.” Restate what Mandela is saying about significance. 
How does Mandella’s thoughts on significance differ from the view that success 
brings significance?

4. Halos, the circle of light painted around the head, have been used since ancient times 
to show significance. Christians began using halos in their paintings during the 4th 
century although the practiced died out as artists began to paint people more 
realistically. If you were painting a group of people, who would be the most 
significant people in your painting and where would you place them?  
Draw a sketch of your placement.
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