
A New Beginning 
       At the start of a new beginning, we tend to be hopeful and hesitant. We hope we can meet the 

expectations of others: for course work, employers, and people we live with. We also hope they 
will meet our expectations of fairness and cooperation.

 
1. What do you hope to gain from your courses, employment, or people in your living situation? Pick 

one area and explain it to the others in your group.
 
2. Tell about a time when you felt the expectations of course work, employers, or family were too 

great.  How did you handle the pressure of not being able to meet their expectations? What was 
the attitude of others when you failed to meet their expectations?

 
3. The following two quotes seem to contradict each other.  Read each quote and explain what you 

think the author is saying.  Are these quotes contradictory?  Why or why not?
“High expectations are the key to everything.” —Sam Walton
“The best things in life are unexpected-because there were no expectations.”  —Eli Khamarov

 
4. The title of the painting is “Improvisation,” which means to create something without previous 

preparation. Why do you think Kandinsky gave this title to the painting?  How might the ability 
to improvise be helpful to success in a new endeavor? Draw a picture of your hopes or 
expectations for the new beginning of the school year, or the start of a new job or living situation 
and share it with the others in your group.
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