International Conversation Cafe
New Testament:

The Good Samaritan, Luke 10

There is an ugly side to the human heart. It is called prejudice. It reveals itself when we think of
ourselves better than other people because of our skin color, age, the families we were born
into, or whether we are male or female. Of course, these are things we have little or no control
over. When we are proud about these things, we end up taking the place of God, judging others
only by our standard outward appearance. The results of prejudice are devastating, both to the
person who judges and the person being judged. Can you give examples of prejudice you have
seen or experienced?
The Old Testament law can be summarized into two commands; to love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul, with all your strength and with all your mind. The second is
to love your neighbor as yourself. Realizing how difficult it is to love your neighbor as yourself, a
lawyer asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” He was hoping to somehow make himself look
better than what he was by finding an excuse for his behavior.
Before you read the story, look at the following definitions.
Priest- a Jewish man who worked in the temple offering sacrifices to God
Levite- a person from the tribe of Levi chosen to assist priests in the temple
Samaritan- is someone from the country of Samaria. Samaria was an area within Israel. Jews
hated Samaritans because they were a mixed race of Jew and Gentile and they had their own
interpretation of Judaism.
Luke 10
30
Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho. Robbers attacked
him. They stripped off his clothes and beat him. Then they went away, leaving him
almost dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down that same road. When he saw the
man, he passed by on the other side. 32 A Levite also came by. When he saw the man, he
passed by on the other side too.
33

But a Samaritan came to the place where the man was. When he saw the man, he felt
sorry for him. 34 He went to him, poured olive oil and wine on his wounds and bandaged
them. Then he put the man on his own donkey. He took him to an inn and took care of
him. 35 The next day he took out two silver coins. He gave them to the owner of the inn.
‘Take care of him,’ he said. ‘When I return, I will pay you back for any extra expense you
may have.’
36

“Which of the three do you think was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by
robbers?”
37

The authority on the law replied, “The one who felt sorry for him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do as he did.”

Discussion
1.

Tell you the story in your own words.

2.

Find the locations from the story on the map.

3.
Jesus told us to love our neighbor. In the story,
who is a person’s neighbor?
4.
What does this say about our attitudes toward
others from a different race?
5.
While God loves diversity, people are often
threatened by it and hate those who are different from
them. Why do you think this is true?
6.
How do you think a relationship with God could
change racial attitudes towards others?
7.
Is there a story similar to this from your own
country?

The Good Samaritan by Hi Qi
What do you notice in this painting?
What do you think the artist is trying to say?
How does this painting speak to you?
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